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Gazetteer, geographical dictionary, more
or less descriptive and statistical. The first
known book of this kind is the work of
Stephen of Byzantium, in the 6th century.
Some of the best known gazetteers in English
are: Blackie's Imperial Gazetteer (Glasgow,
1850) ; Johnston's Dictionary of Geography
(1850) ; Longman's Gazetteer of the World
(London, 1895) ; Lippincott's Gazetteer (Phil-
adelphia, 1855). Among special gazetteers may
be enumerated those of Bartholomew, Cassel,
and Mackenzie, for Great Britain; Hunter's
Imperial Gazetteer of India (1886-8; new ed.
1910) ; Neumann's Ortsund Verkehrslexikon,
for Germany; the great work of Semenoff
(1863-85), for Russia; and the government
series of departmental gazetteers for France.
Gazetteers of the various States, and also of
the Philippine Islands, are published in the
United States.

Geant, Col du, glacier pass (n,6ooft.) in
the Alps, leading from Chamonix in France
to Courmayeur in Italy.

Gearing is generally understood to refer
to wheel or toothed gearing and friction gear-
ing, with their necessary adjuncts of shafting,
bearings, etc. For a description of BELT AND
ROPE TRANSMISSION, and of the gearing of
MOTOR CARS and CYCLES, see the articles un-
der those headings.

Geary, John. White (1819-73), American
soldier and politician, was born in Westmore-
land co*, Pa., of Scotch-Irish descent. When
serving as assistant-engineer of the Allegheny
and Portage railroad he was appointed lieu-
tenant-colonel of the ad Pennsylvania regi-
ment in 1846, and served throughout the Mex-
ican War. In 1849 he was appointed postmas-
ter of San Francisco, and in 1850 became the
first mayor of the city. In 1856 President
Pierce appointed him governor of the terri-
tory of Kansas, at that time the scene of the
fierce struggle between slavery and free-soil
settlers. For his military achievements in the
campaigns of the Army of the Potomac, he
was, in 1862, promoted to be brigadier-gener-
al. He acquired further reputation in the en-
gagements at Bolivar Heights, at Leesburg,
and at Cedar Mountain. In the battles of
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg he command-
ed the second division of the 12th Army
Corps. In the Army of the Cumberland, in
1863, he helped save the day at Chickamauga,
and took a prominent part at Lookout Moun-
tain. He was the first to enter Savannah with
Sherman's army, and was made military
commander of that city. In 1866 he was elect-

Gedney

ed governor of Pennsylvania, and held the
office almost till the day of his death.
Gefcer, or Gebir, the reputed author of
a great number of works in Arabic and in
Latin, dealing with chemistry, alchemy, and
allied subjects. Arabic authorities generally
identify him with Jabir ibn Hayyan, who
lived about the end of the 9th and the begin-
ning of the loth century at Cufa. Other au-
thorities deny the existence of any real person
of the name of Geber. The presumption is,
therefore, that they were written by unknown
authors, and by them attributed to Geber, in
order to ensure for them a readier and wider
circulation. Consult also R. R. Steele's Dis-
covery of Secrets attributed to Geber (Eng.
and Arabic), 1892.
Gecko, a small four-footed lizard of the
family Geckonidse, widely distributed
throughout the world, especially in warm
countries. The geckos are insect-eaters, and
are harmless to man.
Geddes, Andrew (1783-1844), Scotch
etcher and painter, was born in Edinburgh.
He was chiefly successful as a portrait painter,
his Portrait of the Artist's Mother being one
of his finest works.
Geddes, Sir Auckland Campbell
(1879), British physician and public official;
professor of anatomy in the Royal College
of Surgeons in Dublin, and in McGill Uni-
versity, Montreal. He was appointed Direc-
tor of Civil Recruiting in 1917, was Minister
of National Service, 1917-19, and was made
Minister of Reconstruction in 1919. He was
British Ambassador to the United States,
1920-1924.
Geddes, James (1763-1838), American
engineer and politician, was born near Car-
lisle, Pa. He was an early advocate of the
Eric Canal, made the preliminary surveys in
1808, and in 1816 became its supervising en-
gineer. He was also chief engineer of the
Champlain Canal, made surveys for the Lake
Erie and Ohio Canal in 1822, located the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal in 1827, and was
engineer of the Pennsylvania canals in 1828.
Geddes, Jenny, according to tradition, a
'kail-wife' or vegetable-seller in the High
Street of Edinburgh, who, on the Sunday*
July 23, 1637, when Archbishop Laud's serv-
ice book was used for the first time in St,
Giles' Church, flung a stool at the head of
David Lindsay, bishop of Edinburgh, and
caused a riot.
Gedney Channel, passage across the sand-
bar otf Sandy Hook, in Lower New York